
Why? 

Weekly Release Informa on 

Elementary Schools 

 

During the 2013‐2014 school year, Republic School District began inves ga ng the possibility of a weekly release that would      
provide collabora on me for teachers. At that me, parents and community members indicated support for this ini a ve, but 
had a variety of ques ons about the release me. Inves ga on of a weekly release has con nued this year as a commi ee of 
teachers and administrators have come together to study this possibility.   
 
Weekly release is a research based best prac ce which allows teachers and administrators me to work together each week in a 
structured manner. Teachers would meet in grade level/departmental teams to focus on instruc onal prac ces and responding to 
student learning needs. Facilita ng this process through collabora ve me would help teachers determine the needs of students 
weekly instead of every four to six weeks as the current schedule allows. It is important to note that while implemen ng a       
weekly release will reduce the number of full SI days, it will not eliminate them completely.  
 
The commi ee is now ready for parent/patron input as part of the larger process. Please review the informa on below and      

complete the short survey concerning weekly release as a method to improve instruc on, learning, and responsive services for 

students.   

Times: 

LATE START  Normal Day  Late Start Day 

Schedule  8:30 a.m.‐‐ 3:30 p.m. 9:15 a.m.‐‐ 3:30 p.m. 

Collabora on Time    8:00 a.m.— 9:00 a.m.  

EARLY RELEASE  Normal Day  Early Release Day 

Schedule  8:30 a.m.‐‐ 3:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.‐‐ 2:30 p.m. 

Collabora on Time    2:45 p.m.‐‐ 3:45 p.m. 

OR 

Logis cs and Busing: 

On the weekly release day, buses and parent pick up/drop off will run in alignment with school start and dismissal mes.  

 In the event of an early release, students will be dismissed to buses and parent pick up at 2:30 p.m.  

 For the late start op on, students can begin being dropped off at 8:50 a.m. for the 9:15 a.m. start me. If students need to 

arrive prior to 8:50 a.m. they will need to enroll in Tiger STRIPES (see below).  

 Tiger STRIPES will be available on the late start or early release day at no extra cost to families already enrolled. For families 

who only need care on the late start or early release day, Tiger STRIPES will be available at a cost of $5 per weekly release day.  

 Again, any student who arrives before 8:50 a.m. if the late start op on is chosen, will be required to a end Tiger STRIPES. 

Tiger STRIPES: 

Impact on School Calendar: 

The 14‐15 school calendar has 6  full days (SI days, Fall Break, work days) in which students do not a end. If the district adopts 

either the late start or early release model it would reduce the number of full days in which students do not a end school to 4. 

The breakdown of these days, and the overall calendar, will be determined by the district’s TASK Commi ee and Board of Educa‐

on by the end of February. It is important to note that this reduc on will reduce the length of the school year as well.   


